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A Note from the Director

"“The Merchant of Venice" is very much a product of
its time. To an Elizabethan audience, a Jew made an
obvious villain whose misfortunes could freely be
made comic. The Jewish religion had been outlawed
in England for over a century, so most of what people
knew of it was from rumors and popular plays such
as Marlowe's "The Jew of Malta" in which a Jew was
an evil villain.

Additionally, the Queen's physician, a Jew from
Portugal who had converted to Christianity, had
recently been accused, tried and executed for a plot
to poison the Queen. These charges were later
believed by many to have been false, and Queen
Elizabeth herself did not believe them. However, the
former religion of the physician (the faith of converts
being suspect) caused the idea of a Jewish villain to
be topical and popular.

Because of this anti-Semitic attitude, presenting this
play today can be challenging. A modern audience,
unlike an audience of Shakespeare's time, would
(hopefully) not cheer Shylock's downfall simply
because he is Jewish. In presenting this production,
we leave the attitudes of that time only in the
attitudes of the characters, who should be viewed
with a historical perspective.

K.J. Brinnitzer



Synopsis of Scenes

Act ]
i. Venice Street
ii. Belmont
iii Venice Public Place

Act Il

i. Belmont

ii. Venice Street

iii. Venice Street, by Shylock's House
iv. Venice Street

v. Venice Street, by Shylock's House
vi. Venice Street, by Shylock's House
vii. Belmont

viii. Venice Street

10 Minute Intermission

Act 111
i. Venice Street
ii. Belmont
iii. Venice Court House
iv. Belmont Garden
v. Belmont Garden

5 Minute Intermission

Act IV
i. Venice Court
ii. Venice Street

Act V
i. Belmont Garden




Cast (in order of appearance)

Antonio

Salerio

Solanio
Bassanio
Gratiano
Lorenzo
Serving Man
Portia

Nerissa

Serving Women

Shylock
Venice Businessmen

Prince Morocco
Morocco’s Harem

Launcelot

0Old Gobbo

Jessica

Aragon

Serving Man

Tubal

Jailer

Weeping Women of Venice

Duke
Musician

Dillon O’Connor
Doug Keller

David Abolafia*
Peter Kantor

Craig D. Pearlberg
George Sartiano
Mark Mozdzer
Kristina Crawford
Joan Justice*
Rachel Cassidy
Agnes-Elis Kapusta
Diedre Purcell

M. Dwayne Herron
Enrique Lopez
Eric M. Rhodes

Joe Phillips*

Jodi Anderson*
Kita Tate*
Erika-Rose Dembowski
Michael Fitzgerald
Scott Wasser
Shari Paige Acker
Scott Wasser
Enrique Lopez
Eric M. Rhodes
Enrique Lopez
Rachel Cassidy
Agnes-Elis Kapusta
Diedre Purcell

Joe Phillips*

Jodi Anderson*



Technical and Production Crew

Design

Set Design
Lighting Design
Costume Design

Sound Design

Poster Design

Production Crew

Assistants to the Director

Master Carpenter
Properties Master
Publicity

Operating Crew
Stage Manager
Lighting Operator
Sound Operator
Stage Crew

Makeup
Box Office

* denotes member of Alpha Psi Omega

Rich Bernstein*
Tom Lee*
Anne Martens
Jen Butler

Paul Kraus*
Tim Klink*
Beth Perry
Jodi Anderson*

(Big) Steve Weidner*
Beth Perry

Katie Culhane*

Mark Graber

Guithre Kamath

Beth Perry

Karen Purcell

Mike Shannon*

Jeff Victor*

Craig Brennan*
Tom Lee

Bill Zegarski*
Beth Perry
Jeff Victor*
Kita Tate*
Karen Purcell







